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TIME: About 30 minutes 
for one print, 1 hour for 
multiple prints

YOU WILL NEED:
1	 package of cyanotype or 
	 “sun print” paper
1	 sheet of acryl ic the size 
	 of your prints (often 
	 comes in cyanotype kit)
1-3	 flowers of your choice 
	 (del icate f lowers work 
	 best,  l ike Queen Anne’s 
	 lace or baby’s breath)
1	 large basin of water (big 
	 enough to f it  your prints)
1	 frame for print
1	 package of mounting 
	 squares for framing
1	 sheet of cardboard or 
	 cutting board

A RR A N G E FLOWE R S O N PA PE R

1.	 Lay out your first sheet of cyanotype paper on your piece of cardboard or cutting board (blue 
side up) and start arranging the flowers. Make sure you’re doing this in an area you won’t have 
any direct sunlight or harsh light that could start the cyanotype process prematurely. 

2.	 Start with one flower and gently pull out leaves and petals so they show up in the final print. 
If you’re creating a small print (such as a 4”x4” sheet), stick with one flower. If you’re creating a 
larger print, you could creatively arrange several flowers together. Once you’re happy with your 
design, place acrylic on top and firmly press it down on top of your flower(s). 

T I P :  Get extra paper and make more prints than you’re planning to hang. This way you can 
experiment and ultimately select your favorite prints to frame.

S E T YO U R PRINT IN THE SU N 

3.	 Set in direct sunlight for 3 to 5 minutes, or if it is overcast for 10 to 15 minutes. 

T I P :  Doing this on a sunny day is best practice. Direct sunlight will help boost the contrast of 
the final print. 

SU BME RG E YO U R PRINT IN WATE R

4.	 Move the print into a basin of water and gently wave it around underwater for 1 to 3 minutes. 
As your print is exposed, the white areas will go back to blue, and the blue areas will turn white.

A LLOW TO D RY A ND FR A ME YO U R PRINT 

5.	 Set your print back in the sun to dry completely for about 10 minutes. Place the print into 
your frame right away to avoid the paper curling. 

T I P :  When framing, we suggest using double-sided tape, mounting squares, or spray adhesive 
to adhere the print to the frame matte.

cyanotype flower art 
W I T H  J E N N I  Y O L O


